The Epistle to the Romans

Study 23

Romans 9:6-33

Romans 9

6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 

7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 

8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed. 

9 For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sara shall have a son. 

10 And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; 

11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth) 

12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 

13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 

18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 

19 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 

20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 

21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 

22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 

23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, 

24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 

25 As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which were not my people; and her beloved, which was not beloved. 

26 And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the children of the living God. 

27 Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: 

28 For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth. 

29 And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we had been as Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha. 

30 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. 

31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 

32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 

33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

The Unfailing, Just, All-Powerful God   
In Rom 9:1-5, Paul expresses his deep sorrow for the lost condition of the Jews.  He sorrowed for them so deeply he said he could wish he be cut off from God if only his fellow Jews could be saved. But, as far as the Jews were concerned, they could never accept they were lost.  In their mind Paul’s teaching that the Jews were lost was wrong.  As far as they were concerned, if they were lost, then God had failed in His promise which was something utterly impossible.  They counted on God’s covenant with Abraham, their ancestor, “You and your descendents shall be My people and I will be your God and their God.”  So since by birth they belonged to the nation of Israel, they thought they were guaranteed all God’s promises of salvation.  If the Jews were lost then God had failed in His promise - something utterly impossible.
Of course, God could never ever fail in His promises.  Even a man, if he is honourable, if he makes a promise to his son, he will not break it.  So if he tells his son  “Son, when I pass away I will give you all my property.”  Does the son need any additional assurance from his father that he will definitely give him all his property?  No, he knows his father will honour his promise.  But, let’s say the father does something more than just making the son the promise.  He swears that he will give that property to his son.  Surely, his word would have been good enough, but he swears. Will he break his promise?  Hardly possible.
Now what about God, Who is absolutely righteous, holy and truthful?   Surely, it is utterly impossible for Him to break His promise.  But, look what He did when He made His promise to Abraham. Heb 6:13 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself,  14 Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. 17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: When God makes a promise it is good enough.  Here we read that to show that He doesn’t change His counsel (that is, His purpose), He confirms it by an oath.  His purpose made known by His promise was that He would bless Abraham and multiply His descendents both physical (the Jews) and spiritual descendents (true believers in God).
The Jews’ thinking was that Paul was wrong in saying that the Jewish nation was lost.  They said by his so saying, he was saying that God’s promises had failed.  If God’s Word failed then He must be lying because He didn’t keep His promises.  If He didn’t lie it must be that He didn’t have the power to keep His promises to save them.  Of course the Jews were right in thinking that God’s promises could never fail.  But they were wrong in their understanding of His promises. We’ll cover this a little later.
Paul of course believed this truth - God’s promises could never fail.  And so he says in reply to the Jewish thinking ….

Verse 6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect.  
Qn:    It is not as though God’s promises had failed.  Why is it not possible that the word of God should have ‘taken none effect’?  Consider Numbers 23:19 and Ephesians 3:20-21.

......................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Think of this statement: ‘God is unfailing in His promises’ for a moment.  How should this affect us?  What does it mean if it does not affect us at all?  Consider these 2 promises for discussion: John 6:37, "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out."   When He makes this promise, Matt 28:20, "Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.",
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Verses 6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children:
Qn:  Now as far as the Jews were concerned if the nation of Israel was lost, God had failed in His promise.  In the Jews mind it was this:  “Paul, you are wrong to say that the nation of Israel is lost.  If the nation is lost God’s promises have failed – something utterly impossible.”  But why was Paul right in saying that God’s promises had not failed even though he knew the nation of Israel was lost?  (For your answer,  consider to whom the promise of salvation was made).

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Verses 7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called.  8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed.  9 For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sara shall have a son.
Qn:  How did Paul show that the promise of redemption was not received by all the descendents of Abraham?
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Verses 10 And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac;  11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth)  12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.  13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated
Qn:  How did Paul further show that the promise of redemption was not received by all the descendents of Abraham?  
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  It was clear that Jews were not saved just because they were descendents of Abraham.  From the example of Jacob and Esau it was clear that they did not do any good or evil to receive or forfeit the promise of redemption.  So on what basis did Jacob receive the promise of redemption?
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  So the Jews were absolutely wrong to think that since they were Abraham’s descendents they were therefore guaranteed the promise of salvation.  In Isaac’s generation, only he among Abraham’s children received the promise of redemption, not Ishmael and not the sons of Keturah, Abraham’s other children.  In Jacob’s generation, God says it very clearly, “Jacob have I loved, Esau have I hated.”  
What does it mean when God said, “Jacob have I loved, Esau have I hated.”?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Comments: So the truth is only those elected to be saved will receive the promise of redemption.  In accordance to His infinite wisdom and unsearchable purpose He chose Isaac, Jacob and the Jews whom He had elected to be true Jews to receive the promise of His redemption.  The rest who were not chosen, God was pleased to pass them by.  And so if God did not save all Jews but passed by many of them, He did not in any way break His promises. His Word had not failed.  
Qn:  And what’s the most wonderful truth?  It is this: He did not pass us by, but in eternity past chose us who are today believers in Him!  What is so wonderful about this truth to me personally?  How should I respond to this wonderful truth?
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Think of the thousands of beggars on the street of a third world country.  Think of one of these beggars – a little boy, blind in one eye, with two deformed legs and is suffering from AIDs.  A rich, kind-hearted philanthropist comes along and chooses him, adopts him and brings him home!  Is he worthy to be chosen for adoption?  Do you think we are more worthy to be chosen by God than this poor boy is worthy to be chosen by the philanthropist for adoption?
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Comment:  Despite the fact that God knew we were going to sin and rebel against Him, He chose us.  He didn’t choose the Esau next door who is more deserving.  He didn’t choose my colleague, Esau, who is more loving and charitable, hardworking than I am.  He didn’t choose the many wonderful Esaus in the world, but He chose me a rotten Jacob. This is a mystery too wonderful to be true.

The least I must be doing knowing this truth is to go on my knees and say, “Lord, thank you for choosing me to give me salvation. I don’t deserve it.  I know You have chosen me to glorify Your Name.  Help me to glorify you as you would want me to. Help me to love You and serve You with all my heart, soul, mind and strength.”
Verse 14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.
Qn:  The next question that usually arises is:  If God chose some and passed by the others, is God fair?  Is He just?”  God forbid!  God is absolutely just.   What does the question, “Is God just?” imply when a person asks it?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Is God obligated to save us?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  If God were to hand down His justice and nothing but His justice upon us, what will happen to us?

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Now if 10 persons are guilty of being sinners and are condemned and God chooses to pardon 3 and passes by 7, is He unjust?   Can the 7 say God is unjust?  
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  In the Word of God we have the case of the Israelites rebelling against God at the foot of Mt Sinai, when Moses was up the mountain receiving God’s commandment.  In Moses’ absence they raised up a golden calf to worship because they wanted to have the licence to practise their sexual orgies. God commanded that about 3000 be put to death.  The rest were spared.  Comment on God’s justice and mercy ..... if

· If He destroyed all of them.

· But, He destroyed only about 3,000.

· And spared the rest.

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Verse 15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.  
Qn:  God says, “I have the prerogative .......”  If God does not show His mercy to those who perish He is not unjust.  Why is He not unjust?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Verse 16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.  
Qn:  Comment on how a person is saved in respect of his own will, his zeal to be saved and God’s mercy.

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  How does Christ crucified show how just God is?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Next, let’s look at God’s sovereign power.  He is all-powerful.  
Verses 17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth.  18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 19 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will?  20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?  21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 
Qn:  What was God’s purpose in raising up Pharaoh?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn: Pharaoh was evil and powerful.  What did God do to this power with His own power?  What is the end result?  
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  How did God show this overruling power in the life of Joseph?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Does this mean that evil men are like robots or pawns in God’s hands and therefore God must necessarily excuse them for their evil deeds?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn: The greatest example of God’s power over evil to bring about good is that of Judas, who betrayed the Lord. Judas was evil in doing what he did.  He was not forced to be.  On his own accord because of his greed for money and power, he betrayed Jesus to His enemies.  You might want to say he did the world the greatest favour ever.  Through this betrayal, Jesus was crucified and by his death paid for the sins of the world.  Can we go up to Judas and say to him, “Thank you very much for this great favour you did for us.” ?  What did God show about Himself in regards to this betrayal?
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Pharaoh was where he was because God put him there.  In the Exodus account, we read of God’s sending Moses to tell him to let the children of Israel go.  He refused and so God sent 10 plagues to punish the Egyptians.  Each time the plague became unbearable, Pharaoh appeared to have relented, but would renege.  We keep reading these words – Pharaoh hardened his heart and God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.  The result of the hardening was he changed his mind about letting the children of Israel go and instead refused to let the children of Israel go.  When God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, did He create evil in Pharaoh’s heart? 
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  So what is meant by God’s hardening Pharaoh’s heart?  Consider Pharaoh’s action of hardening his own heart and God’s part in hardening his heart.
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Now, if God wanted to Pharaoh to be more wicked,  He had just to remove the restraints from him and Pharaoh would be doing more evil.  Pharaoh would be actively hardening his heart. God needed not to create any evil.  By removing the restraints from Pharaoh, He would have passively hardened Pharaoh’s heart.
Qn:  What can you say about the hardness of our heart before our conversion in the light of Eze 36:26, "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh." ?  
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn: Do we have this heart of flesh?   How do we know we have it?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Can an unbeliever harden his heart until he is incapable of repenting?   See Romans 1:26-28,  Romans 11:7-9,  Isaiah 6:9-10.
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  What should your action be right now if you are an unbeliever?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Give a summary of what you have learnt regards to God’s promises, election and our salvation, His justice/perceived injustice and His mercy in saving and condemning sinners, His overruling power over the evil of man.

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................
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